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Candidature to the Intergovermental Council
The Netherlands has decided to present its candidature to the Intergovermental Council of the IHP
at the elections to be held
during the 39th session of
the General Conference of
UNESCO. The Note Verbale
that has been presented is
included at the end of this
newsletter.
CBS new member!
We would like to welcome
Cor Graveland and Kees
Baas into the Committee.
We believe they will be a
great addition to the Committees work.
Call for abstracts
UNESCO
International
Hydrological Programme
(IHP) welcomes your
abstracts for the session
#26 it is convening during
the 2017 International
Association of Hydrological
Sciences (IAHS) Scientific
Assembly,
10-14 July,
Port Elizabeth,
South
Africa, on Facilitating
scientific
contributions
to water diplomacy and
cooperation processes. For
more information, visit our
website.

UNESCO-IHP updates
A trip to Paris has been made at December 5 and 6, in order to visit UNESCO-IHP
and meet the IHP Secretariat. The visit was very promising, and included a meeting
with most of the IHP Secretariat staff and the signing ceremony for IGRAC.
During the the signing ceremony for
IGRAC, the International Groundwater
Resources Assessment Centre, UNESCO
and the Government of the Netherlands
reaffirmed commitment to IGRAC until
2022. Of the committee were present
Monique Berendsen, Stein van Oosteren
and Sandra de Vries, next to of course
Neno Kukuric, director of the Centre.
Special thanks goes to Stein for organizing the ceremony.
A scan of this agreement can be found
at our website, and for a full overview of the ceremony please go here.
UNESCO-IHP requested a better insight into the expertise that lies in the committee,
in order to invite experts to participate to certain activities:
You are all thus requested to send the Secretariat an
overview of your departments expertise, including research
interests and current activities. She will map this and distribute it.
Within the framework of monitoring the SDGs, UNESCOIHP has launched the Water Information Network System (WINS) at UNESCO HQs on 31 January 2017.
The objective of the UNESCO-IHP WINS is to provide
member states with an open source, open access webbased platform as a global reference for decision makers
and stakeholders on water related issues at all levels. In
particular, WINS will supports the design and implementation of operations, management, and decision functions
for the sound governance of water resources. UNESCOIHP WINS consists of three main components providing:
1. A digital geographical data on the state of water resources at global, regional,
national and local level,
2. A platform for inter-disciplinary collaboration and knowledge sharing among
water-related stakeholders, and
3. A platform for professional networking and mentoring among water-related
stakeholders.
The initiative contributes to the follow-up on the monitoring and implementation
of the targets of Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG 6) and those of other water
related goals. It is unclear what the other UN-agencies, responsible for other SDG6
indicators, will do with WINS. We thus propose to invite a UNESCO-IHP Secretariat member for our next Committee meeting on June 8, in order to discuss
this matter.

Stocktaking the focus theme for 2017
Unfortunately the initiative of the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis to convene
a High-level Ministerial Conference on Water for Sustainable Development in the
Caribbean SIDS: Achieving water security to be organized in April 2017 in Basseterre,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, did not prevail. Since there were many committee members
interested in the topic and the chances it held, we are considering to organize a
meeting/brainstorm to identify possible concrete activities on the subject.
In the mean time, we are also stocktaking different opportunities to invest our time
this year as committee. The following opportunities are there:
1. Adding to the Dutch preparations for the 8th World Water Forum in Brasilia
2. Joining Boussinesq to Center for Hydrology to set the current status of Scientific
Hydrology in the Netherlands and create a strategy for the coming 10 years
8th World Water Forum
The World Water Forum (WWF) is the worlds
biggest water-related event and is organized by
the World Water Council (WWC), an international organization that brings together all those
interested in the theme of water. The event,
which takes place from 18 to 23 March 2018
in Brasilia, has elected Sharing Water as its underlying theme.

Amsterdam
International
Water Week
A new asset of the Young
Amsterdam International
Water Week (YAIWW) is
the International Case
Study Program.
Youth
from all over the world
will be encouraged to
share their local water
issues via a short video clip.
During the AIWW three of
these youngsters will be
assisted in solving the case
in a process-orientated
fashion. The process will
involve the collection of
knowledge,
resources
and local stakeholders.
Throughout the week
the progress of the cases
will be followed closely,
presenting the results and
the end of AIWW.

Together with a small group we have discussed
the current status of the international preparatory process, in order to see whether and how the
Dutch approach and input to the Forum might
be. The following interesting leads are there:
• The Dutch ministry of Infrastructure and Environment are Theme coordinator
for Water and Climate.
• The Forum is held just before the the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development (HLPF) in July 2018, where the first version of the UN-water
’Synthesis Report’ will be presented to Members States.
• In the 7th WWF road-maps have been formulated. In some of these, UNESCOIHP has a key-role. In the 8th WWF, themes and topics will follow up on these
road-maps and the actions that have been taken in the intermediate three years.
• There is also a regional preparatory process, led by the European Water Pact,
where regional sessions will be organized to give attention to 6 topics. The
first session will be in May, in the Netherlands. The regional coordinators ask
for possibilities of adding to these sessions by organizing one or by delivering
quality data-sets on the topics of interest.
Reviewing Dutch scientific Hydrology
About 10 years ago, the report "Turning the water wheel inside out" was written under
the auspices of the KNAW (Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie voor Wetenschappen).
The report has put Hydrology as a geophysical field on the map in the Netherlands.
Since then, all university hydrology groups have been united in the Boussinesq Center
for Hydrology. The current board of the Boussinesq Center has decided to review
the current status of Scientific Hydrology in the Netherlands and to create a strategy
for the coming 10 years. Hubert Savenije will lead this ordeal. We as IHP-HWRP
committee have been asked to advise and give feedback during the review.
Do you have any specific interest in one of these topics? Let us know, in order to
co-design the input of the committee for 2017.

.

They hereby request input
from the Netherlands
IHP-HWRP
Committee,
for we will experienced
researchers and policymakers to add to the
knowledge pool. Currently
there has not been made
a distinction on topics,
however if we have a
certain type of expert
input available, this will be
used as priority criterion
to choose the three local
water issues.
For more information
about the International
Case
Study
Program
you can contact floorspeet@gmail.com. In case
you are also interested to
volunteer as expert during
the case study program,
also CC the Secretariat.
Back to Contents

Water SDGs

UNESCO schools
Founded in 1953, the UNESCO
Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet), commonly referred to as UNESCO Associated
Schools, is a global network of
10,000 educational institutions in
181 countries. Member institutions (ranging from pre-schools,
primary, secondary and vocational schools to teacher training institutions) work in support
of international understanding,
peace, intercultural dialogue, sustainable development and quality
education in practice.
The Netherlands is one of the
countries that is part of this network, with currently 41 UNESCOschools. Together with the National UNESCO Committee the
IHP-HWRP Committee will look
for possibilities of incorporating
these schools into our projects.

Sandwatch project
One of the projects we might
want to activate in the Dutch UNESCO schools is the Sandwatch
Project. This project seeks to develop awareness of the fragile nature of the marine and coastal environment and the need to use it
wisely. The The project activates
an educational process through
which school students and community members learn and work
together. They critically evaluate
the problems and conflicts facing
their beach environments and develop sustainable approaches to
address these issues.
• The Sandwatch tutorial
videos can be watched
here.
• The Sandwatch Manual
can be found here.
• And the Sandwatch Global
database can be accessed
here (with username and
password: guest).
Sandwatch is currently looking
for researchers interested in using the data that is collected with
the project.
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In 2016 the Netherlands IHP-HWRP Committee has provided input into the
Dutch contribution to the GEMI process as a Proof of Concept Country. In that
light, a Work in Progress Workshop has been organized at UNESCO-IHE with
the help of the Netherlands IHP-HWRP Committee.
Current developments
1. The full report from the Dutch Proof of Concept process to GEMI, including annexes of interesting tools and accounting methods that can be
used for data collection and monitoring of the indicators of SDG6, can
be found here.
2. The Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment has sponsored
the development of the Synthesis report on the Water SDGs that will be
written by WWAP and will be presented to Members States before the
High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) in July
2018.
3. Global implementation of SDG 6 monitoring will be multi-phased and initially focus on establishing a global baseline for the 11 global indicators
under SDG 6. In this first phase, UN-Water will convene inception webinars for country focal points to introduce SDG 6 monitoring and discuss
the implementation at country level. It is foreseen that approximately 50
countries will produce baseline data by September 2017 to feed into the
High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable DevelopmentâĂŹs in-depth
review of SDG 6 in 2018.
4. As a result of the Proof of Concept process, Statistics Netherlands (CBS),
Deltares and eLEAF began a limited project aiming to show what can be
compiled for the indicators under SDG 6.4 for the Netherlands and what
could be compiled to support other countries in the process of evaluating
the 6.4 SDGs. A link to this memo can be found on the website of CBS.
The memo is also included into the GEMI Proof of Concept Report.
5. Statiscs Netherlands (CBS) published the report Meten van SDGs: Een
eerste beeld voor Nederland.
6. The follow-up process includes writing a paper with the title âĂIJHow
WA+ can strengthen the water accounts that monitor water efficiency,
water stress and the state of water-related ecosystems, key SDG indicatorsâĂİ. The paper has been announced with a presentation during
a Special Session: 16th WaterNet/WARFSA/GWP-SA Symposium. The
abstract can be found here. The first write-shop was held on the 9th of
December at UNESCO-IHE. The paper is currently under construction.
World wide developments
• OneWorld is developing the Sustainable Transition Tracker, a data tool to
measure the sustainable development in the world. It will mostly use the
tracker data from UN Stats. These statistics will be coupled to an analysis
and background stories. This data will be automatically uploaded and
renewed. However, on request also data from other sources can be used,
compared and visualized.
• The UN SDG Action campaign organized the Global Festival of Ideas
for Sustainable Development, which was the first in a series of annual
forums. The Festival brought together leading thinkers, policy-makers
and civil society.
• UN-water has done a brief analyses of the central role of water and
sanitation to describe the links and interdependencies between the
targets of Sustainable Development Goal 6 and those of other Goals. It
aims to stimulate United Nations Member StatesâĂŹ consideration of
the water-related linkages within the Goals to facilitate an integrated
approach to implementation. The Brief can be found here.

The OECD water related activities
After a visit to the OECD, some extra information about the activities and reports
that the OECD carries out within the OECD Water Governance Programme was
given:
• Policy analysis and policy dialogues: In recent years, the OECD has undertaken several of such Policy Dialogues at national level to support
water reforms agendas in Mexico (2013), The Netherlands (2014), Jordan
(2014), Tunisia (2014) and Brazil (2015). They also carried out thematic analysis such as Water Governance in Cities (2016) and Stakeholder
Engagement for Inclusive Water Governance (2015).
• Policy forum: In 2013, an international network of 100+ public, private
and non-for-profit stakeholders was created. The OECD Water Governance
Initiative allows various stakeholders to share experience on water reforms,
peer-review analytical work on water governance, and produce bottom-up
knowledge and guidance.
• Policy standards: In 2015, through a bottom up process, the OECD produced the OECD Principles on Water Governance , which set standards
for more effective, efficient and inclusive design and implementation of
water policies, and encourage governments to put them into action. They
are currently working on developing water governance indicators and
collecting best practices.
Here you can find the OECD brochure on water, which provides an overview of the areas of work on water at the
OECD.

WWDR
The World Water Development Report (WWDR) of 2017 will have
the topic Waste water, an untapped resource and will be published in
March 2017.
For the WWDR 2018, the topic Nature-based solutions was chosen.
The inception workshop for all UN-agencies has been held in October
2016, where has been decided upon the annotated table of content
and who will be the lead writers for these chapter.
UNESCO-IHE (contact persion is Michael McClain) will co-write a
chapter together with UNEP. The possibility is there to add specific
show-cases of nature-based solution in a framed box. Interested in
adding a nature-based solution to the WWDR 2018? Please email the
Secretariat.
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CHy-15
The Commission for Hydrology (CHy) met in Roma, Italy, 7 to 13 December
2016 at the BarcelÃş Aran Mantegna, Roma. The different session can be
viewed here.
From the Netherlands were present Rudmer Jilderda (KNMI), Erik
Spokkereef (RWS), and Nienke Ansems (IGRAC). During the CHy-15,
six researchers have been nominated by the Netherlands PV for WMO for
the Open Panel of Commission for Hydrology Experts (OPACHE).

Agricultural
Watermanagement
Community
UNESCO-IHE, MetaMeta and the
Rain Foundation are planning to give
a couple of masterclasses in the first
semester of 2017, involving say 30
companies, NGO’s and others during
the process. The objective is to create a community of practice among
main stakeholder organizations in the
water sector in the use of water productivity and to make use of the data
sets that will be developed under FAO
in support of SDG 6.4, with support of
BuZa, IWMI and UNESCO-IHE. This
initiative should focus on the theme
’water for food’ and is meant to function like the existing WASH community, where scientists, policy-makers,
and practitioners are easily able to
find each other.
Interested in the set-up of the AgWa
Community? Email the Secretariat or
check the website for regular updates.
Back to Contents

Agenda
Event
Name

Location

Date

Water Security Knowledge Forum (Experts Meeting)

UNESCO HQ, Paris, France

F ebruary2017

Training on Environmental Flows

Dominican Republic

F ebruary2017

Global festival of IDEAS for sustainable Development

Bonn, Germany

World Water Day; all about Waste-water

Everywhere

International conference Ecohydrology

Rio de Janeire, Brazil

EuroMAB meeting

Bassin de la Dordogne, France

NKWK Conference

Amsterdam

Worlds Large Rivers Conference

New Dehli, India

UNESCO-IHE 60th anniversary

Delft

4th Istanbul International Water Forum

Istanbul, Turkey

First European Regional Session for the 8th WWF

The Hague, the Netherlands

NL IHP-HWRP Committee meeting

TBD

3 − 5P M ; 8June2017

55th UNESCO-IHP Bureau

Paris

20 − 22June2017

Stockholm World Water Week

Stockholm

NL IHP-HWRP Committee event

TBD

T BD

Dutch UNESCO schools day

TBD

5October2017

AIWW

Amsterdam

NL IHP-HWRP Committee meeting, 2nd of 2017

TBD

8th World Water Forum

Brasilia

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development

New York

1 − 3M arch2017
22M arch2017
20 − 24M arch2017
4 − 7April2017
11April2017
April2017
24April2017
10 − 11M ay2017
17M ay2017

28August − 1September2017

30Oct − 3N ov2017
22N ovember2017
18 − 23M arch2018
July2018

A UNESCO Water Chair position
The UNESCO Chairs-program is a scientific program of UNESCO. The program has as goal to promote international
cooperation in science via a network of UNESCO Chairs, and via networks of universities (UNITWIN-networks). The
chairs share worldwide knowledge and stimulate research and training in the UNESCO relevant work fields. An
important starting point of the network is to ensure cooperation between universities in the ’Global North’ and the
’Global South’, in order to create capacity building.
There are already many UNESCO Water Chairs in the world, however, none in the Netherlands. Are you interested in
applying for a UNESCO Water Chair position? Then look into the guidelines on how to apply for a position, and let
the Secretary know.

