
Case Description – Regional 8th World Water Forum process  
European Water Pact 

The European Pact for Water was established in January 2016 as an informal coordination and 
advocacy  network across the wide-Europe on water governance. Its aim is to disseminate information, 
build capacity, exchange on and pool collective efforts and knowledge in order to highlight the 
importance of water and sanitation to attain the goals set out in fundamental international and 
European agendas specifically on water-related issues.  

Its participants are Europe-based non-state actors, specifically NGOs and CSOs. The network currently 
connects directly 30+ organisations1 and its members across the (European part of the) UNECE region. 
The network exchanges with and receives input from organisations like Aquafed, OECD, SIWI, 
European Commission (DEVCO, Environment and EEAS), WWC, Member States of the EU; through its 
participants it connects with platforms and initiatives like SDGWatch, End Water Poverty, 
#ClimateIsWater, Butterfly Effect NGO coalition, avoiding duplication but making use of their expertise 
and connections.  

The network contributes inter alia actively to the European Consensus on development, the process 
on the SDGs in Europe, the debate on the intergovernmental architecture for water in the UN and 
initiatives around monitoring of the SDGs (water specific). 

It’s vision is to create “ Aquawareness” (in Europe) to achieve sustainable water resource management 
and universal access to safe water supply and sanitation because we value water in all its dimensions 
– in its economic, social, environmental and cultural importance2. 

One of the participants is the Woman for Water Partnership, who offers this case.  

Regional process 

Historically, a regional approach has always had a significant place in the World Water Fora. The 
justification for such a prominent role in the Forum is that regions share commonalities, both in terms 
of problems and solutions that may not exist at the global level and therefore should share 
experiences to learn from one another to further the goal of sustainable water resources 
management. This structure also allows for regions to acquire new knowledge through linking 
common thematic areas across regions.  
 
It is the goal of the 8th World Water Forum Regional Process to not only align its activities and initiatives 
with the other processes of the Forum, but also to utilize the timing of this event to make progress 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Paris Climate Agreement and other 
international frameworks relevant to sustainable development. 

                                                            
1 Current participants (May 2017) (organisation and members of): Action contre la Faim (ACF), BORDA, Business & 
Professional Women Europe (BPWE), Coalition Eau, Earth Foreever (Bulgaria); Eau-vive, Forum Umwelt und Entwicklung 
(working group water); French Water Partnership (FWP), German WASH coalition, Good Planet Belgium, Green Cross 
International, Helvetas, LIVIA, OXFAM UK, Portuguese Water Platform, Protos, Pseau, Right to sanitation; Secours Islamic, 
SIMAVI, Soroptimist International Europe (SEI), Spanish NGO coordination (Water Working Group); VENRO: Verband 
Entwicklungspolitik und Humanitäre Hilfe, Wateraid, Water Youth Network, Women of Europe for a common future (WECF), 
Women for Water Partnership (WfWP), World Youth Parliament for water (WYPW), WWF Germany and Netherlands. 

2 Adapted from the vision http://www.ewp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/water-vision-for-europe.pdf  with thanks to 
European Water Partnership 

http://www.womenforwater.org/
http://www.ewp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/water-vision-for-europe.pdf


Theme process: Water security and Climate change 

 (SDG links: SDG 13, SDG 11.5, COP 21-22, Sendai DRR Summit)  

1. Managing risk and uncertainty for resilience and disaster preparedness – IR 1.3  
2. Water and adaptation to climate change  
3. Water and climate change mitigation  
4. Climate science and water management: the communication between science and 

decision/policy making  

The case 

For the European Regional process, a report will be drafted at the end of November, which will be 
discussed during the Budapest summit.  

In this report, the European perspective concerning Water security and Climate change will be leading, 
and less the specific topics that are chosen for the theme. And in Europe, a survey with several 
stakeholders showed that especially awareness concerning this topics seems low.   

The report will thus include input from European institutes, but would benefit as well from a more in-
depth research. During the challenge, one of the case-studies will thus focus on the following question: 

Are European citizens indeed not aware of climate change and the water security issues that relate to 
it? What do/don’t they know, and what would they like to know? How does this awareness relate to 
the occurring displacements in Europe due to climate? Think of Italy and the higher intensity rainfalls 
inducing landslides, or the flooding of the Rhine in Austria and Germany.  

The group is asked to (1) do a media-analysis, in order to find trends on media attention on the topic 
and to interview people or hold surveys, on their experiences and awareness concerning the topic. 
The results will be added to the European Regional Report to be submitted to the 8th WWF.  
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