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Near the edge of the historic city center of ’s-Hertogenbosch, the Kring 
Vrienden van ’s-Hertogenbosch is developing the new Museum Kruit-
huis: a fortification and water museum which will also serve as a visitor 
center for the Zuiderwaterlinie (Southern Water Frontier).

Museum Kruithuis is the ideal location for a museum devoted to the 
history of fortifications. Four centuries ago, this beautiful building was 
built to defend the fortified city of ’s-Hertogenbosch. The city, in turn, 
played a pivotal role in the defense of the Duchy of Brabant.

As in so many other places in the Netherlands, the defense strategy of 
‘s-Hertogenbosch was based on thick walls as well as inundation. When 
an enemy approached, the locks were closed to flood the land surroun-
ding the city, making it impossible to attack its walls. The history of the 
defense of the Low Countries, in which water played such an important 
role, comes to life in Museum Kruithuis.

The name ‘Kruithuis’ means 
‘powder house’, a storage faci-
lity for gunpowder. Until the be-
ginning of the 17th century, gun-
powder was stored throughout 
the city, but after a fire in 1616, 
the city council decided to seek 
a safer solution.
The powder house was built be-
tween 1617 and 1621 following 
the design of military engineer 
Jan van der Weeghen. It is the 
oldest preserved powder house 
in the Netherlands. The city en-
joyed its benefits for only a short 
time.
’s-Hertogenbosch fought on the 
Spanish side during the Dutch 
War of Independence but was 
conquered by Frederik Hendrik  
in 1629 on behalf of the Nether-
lands. Until the beginning of the 
twentieth century it had a mili-
tary function until it was eventu-
ally sold to the municipality.

Fortifications and Water museum

The Kring Vrienden van ’s-Hertogenbosch (Circle 
of Friends of ‘s-Hertogenbosch) is a heritage associ-
ation with hundreds of volunteers and thousands of 
members. Each year, they welcome many hundreds of 
thousands of visitors for city walks and canal cruises 
through the city center. In addition, the volunteers of 
the Kring have been active for many years as hosts and 
guides in a dozen museums and monuments, including 
St. John’s Cathedral and the citadel.



Museum Kruithuis is more than an appealing and informative museum. 
It also serves as a starting point for various discovery trips on foot, by 
bike, car or boat to the extensive fortifications around the city of ’s-Her-
togenbosch or to the many remains of the Southern Water Frontier 
which runs from Grave to Bergen op Zoom. A special boat trip goes to 
Fort Isabella in Vught, where trenches, saps and a horse mill as used in 
the siege of 1629, can be visited and experienced.
The 150 kilometer long Southern Water Frontier consists of dozens of 
fortified cities, sconces and forts that protected the Northern Nether-
lands from invasions by Spaniards, Austrians, the French and Belgians.
Museum Kruithuis connects the most important parts of the Southern 
Water Frontier, shows their cohesion and gives insight into this typical 
Dutch concept of military water management.

Contrary to most cities, ’s-Her-
togenbosch was founded for a 
very specific purpose. The Duke 
of Brabant needed a city capa-
ble of defending the northern 
boundary of his country.
The city survived many besie-
ging attempts using its inun-
dation tactics and proudly cast 
itself as the invincible  ‘Swamp 
Dragon’. The inhabitants were 
proven wrong when the city was 
conquered by the brilliant Fre-
derick Henry, Prince of Orange 
in 1629.
This surprising military victory 
was witnessed by kings and du-
kes and could only be afforded 
thanks to admiral Piet Hein, who  
captured the Spanish treasure 
fleet only the year before.
The 1629 siege takes center 
stage with a panorama and a 
diorama depicting both the per-
spective of the besiegers as well  
as that of the besieged. This ex-
tensive display will be comple-
mented with modern techniques 
such as virtual reality and aug-
mented reality, making a visit to 
Museum Kruithuis truly unfor-
gettable.
Experience the siege in the very 
heart of the Southern Water 
Frontier!
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